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i Technical Reg it for Special Status and Other Wildlife Species

Projeci Néme:_ Schoo Mir e expansion
Project Numbers:  UTU-802'5

Legal Description of Project Aré;g; T.27S.,R.9 W, Section |

Affec ed Environment: Bz d eagle, a federally threatened species, is the only T/E species
known to occur in the project arce. Bald eagles are rare winter visitors from November to mid
March and may c ccasionally fly .»ver the mine site while hunting. State sensitive animals that occur
in the general prcject area incluc : ferruginous hawk, Swainson’s hawk, peregrine falcon, and
burro'ving owl. Mo habitat for any state sensitive species was found on an inspection of the project
area on 16 Septeinber 2002. The project area is high use winter range for several dozen mule deer
betwe =n Novemlter and early M :y. Important browse species used by deer include cliffrose,
bitterhrush, big sagebrush, Gaml: 2l oak, and curl-leaf mahogany. Other raptors that may be present
in the area include golden eagle, red-tailed hawk, and Cooper’s hawk. No raptor nesls were found
duriny: the field inspection. Other wildlife found in the project area include cottontails. jackrabbits.
roden s, lizards, nongame birds, iind coyotes.

Envir ;nmental Consequences: Expansion of this project would have no affect on T/E, state
sensitive, and ott er raplor specic:s or their habitat. There would be a loss of an additional 10 acres of
mule ileer winter habitat and noigame wildlife habitat over the life of this project. There would atso
be an increase in secondary imp:::ts to deer and other wildlife from truck traffic and machinery
noise. which woulld effectively reduce wildlife use on an additional 10 to 50 acres of adjacent

undis urbed land

o

Miﬁgggig:‘ Rexclaim all distu bed areas when this project is completed. Reclamation should
inclucle recontou ing where post.ible and reseeding native species, especially important deer forage
specit:s such as cliffrose, bitterb ‘ush and sagebrush. Suggested seed mixture for reclamation:

Species Ibs/acre
Bluebunch wheatgrass
Sandbury bluegrass
Wyominy; big sagebrush
Cliffrose

Bitterbru:;h

Curl-leat mahogany
Gambel cak
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